Spending Recisions 
Get Another Look 

Senators to Debate Reductions Today 
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The Senate today will take 
up its version of a House- 
passed bill rescinding billions 
of dollars of federal spending 
commitments. 

The Senate measure, like 
the House bill, cancels the 
ability of government agencies 
to utilize spending authority 
granted in the previous and 
earlier Congresses. 

The Senate cuts less deeply 
than the House, and restores 
some or all of the funds that 
the House had deleted for low- 
income housing, summer jobs, 
public broadcasting, the na- 
tional service corps, school im- 
provement programs and sub- 
sidies for poor people’s utility 
bills. 

But it still removes nearly 
$13.5 billion worth of spend- 
ing commitments, about $4 
billion less than the House cut. 
The Senate cuts ran the gam- 
ut, from the $1.3 billion taken 
from the huge federal grant- 
in-aid program for airport con- 
struction, to a tiny $434,000 
congressionally earmarked 
program to pay for Israeli sci- 
entists to help Hopi Indians in 
northern Arizona grow vege- 
tables in desert-like condi- 
tions. 

The Senate concurred in 
the House’s recommendation 
to eliminate funding for the 
Hopi project, the brainchild of 
Cleveland businessman and 
philanthropist Richard J. Bo- 
gomolny, making it unlikely 
that the federal money will be 
forthcoming. 

A main purpose of the Sen- 
ate’s bill is to provide federal 
disaster relief money for Cali- 
fornia and 39 other states. 
The House approved $5.7 bil- 
lion compared to the Senate’s 
$6.8 billion. But in some ways 
the Senate provisions are 
more restrictive. Only $1.9 
billion of the disaster money 


would be available before Oct. 
1. After that, the president 
could draw the remainder of 
the money from a special fund, 
but only after requesting it 
from Congress. 

The bill reported out of the 
Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee also: 

■ Restores $186 million cut 
by the House for sheltering 
AIDS sufferers. 

■ Freezes at the 1995 level, 
but does not reduce as the 
House does, funding for the 
Corporation for Public Broad- 
casting. 

■ Replaces $1 billion of the 
House cuts in the education 
budget. 

■ Rearranges priorities for 
funding the cleanup of nuclear 
sites, by cutting $100 million 
for work at Defense Depart- 
ment nuclear weapons facili- 
ties while restoring money cut 
by the House for the cleanup 
at non-defense locations. 

A separate provision of the 
Senate bill also provides for 
expanded logging of dead, 
burned and diseased timber on 
federal lands, and allows for 
greater harvesting of live tim- 
ber in the Pacific Northwest 
forests inhabited by the north- 
ern spotted owL 
The administration plan set 
a goal of harvesting 1.1 billion 
board feet a year from the owl 
forests, but requirements to 
do a thorough environmental 
analyses has slowed the initial 
production of timber. 

This so-called Option 9 has 
been approved by a federal 
judge who earlier halted tim- 
ber sales in the region’s owl 
forests, but the ruling has 
been appealed by some envi- 
ronmental groups. The Senate 
bill apparently would thwart 
that suit by declaring that Op- 
tion 9 meets various environ- 
mental statutes. 


